The paper by C. Samanta and S. Adhikari [1] begins by highlighting the inadequacy of the Bethe-Weizsäcker mass formula (BW) for light nuclei and extends the BW for light nuclei by modifying its symmetry and the pairing terms. The beauty of this new mass formula is that by introducing only two parameters, the formula improves drastically compared to the Bethe-Weizsäcker mass formula. The modified Bethe-Weizsäcker mass formula (BWM) reproduces the trend of the binding energy versus neutron number curves of almost all the nuclei from Li to Bi. It is clearly stated in Ref. [1] that as the shell effect is not incorporated in BWM, it does not reproduce the binding energies of the magic nuclei.
The stability of a nucleus near the drip line is assessed by the evaluation of one-or, twonucleon separation energies, i.e., S p (S n ) and S 2p (S 2n It must be pointed out that as there is no shell effect in BWM, it is not at all meaningful to compare the chi-square of the BWM and a macroscopic-microscopic model which has the shell effect incorporated. The chi-square (χ 2 ) of macroscopic formulas like improved liquid drop model (ILDM) [2] and BWM are expected to be larger. However, the chisquare of BWM (χ [2] , the BWM yields a better fit to the binding energy versus nucleon number curves for light nuclei. Thus the BWM can be used in calculations where only a macroscopic formula is needed over a wide mass range. When the shell effect quenches, the BWM predictions come closer to the experimental masses. Thus BWM is also useful to determine the "shell effect quenching" in nuclei [3] .
In BWM, the binding energy is defined as, where, δ new = +12 A -1/2 (1-e -A/30 ) for even Z-even N nuclei, δ new = -12 A -1/2 (1-e -A/30 ) for odd Z-odd N nuclei and, 0 for odd A nuclei. It is well known to the physics community that a mass formula based on the liquid-drop (LD) model is not expected to explain the finer details. Nevertheless, it is surprising to note how well a simple LD model-type formula remains applicable even far away from the stability line. For example, the oneproton separation energy versus proton number curve is remarkably well reproduced by BWM, around Z=82 for N=106 and 107 [4] 
